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PUBLIC HOSPITALS — FUNDING 
451. Mr W.R. MARMION to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the massive budget black hole with Metronet projects. Can the minister confirm that the vast majority of 
his health election promises have little or no funding, including Royal Perth Hospital, Osborne Park Hospital, 
Joondalup hospital, Bunbury Hospital, Collie Hospital, Geraldton Hospital and medihotels? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 

We all know what the biggest black hole in the state’s finances is—it is the mess left to us by the other side! When 
we look at the $300 million-plus blowouts at Fiona Stanley Hospital and the blowouts at Perth Children’s Hospital, 
and who can forget the half a million dollars a month — 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr R.H. COOK: Who can forget the half a million dollars a month that we are paying to the private operator of 
the car park at Perth Children’s Hospital for a car park with no cars? That is not to mention the great contract the 
former government entered into with Serco, which is now in excess of $25 million. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: Why did you make the promise? 

Mr R.H. COOK: We made the promises because we believe that the health system should be working for 
everyone. We believe in putting patients first. We all know that this is a difficult budget, but we are committed to 
our election promises. We are committed to making sure that we have the redevelopment of Joondalup hospital. 
We are committed to making sure that we have medihotels at the hospitals we said they would be at. Simply having 
a thought-bubble number in the forward estimates is no indication that a government is going to keep its promises. 
Upon election of the other mob, $200 million was put in the forward estimates for the redevelopment of 
Royal Perth Hospital. What happened there, Mr Speaker? Nothing! In the previous government’s forward 
estimates—which were gifted to the other side—there was money to redevelop Osborne Park Hospital so that we 
could help close Graylands Hospital and get patients out of that very aged mental health facility. What happened? 
Nothing! We know what the opposition’s commitment to forward estimates was. Time and time again, the former 
Premier said that the forward estimates do not matter. In the former government’s case, they never did. We are 
committed to our election promises. Once we have proper scoping, proper costing and the business case in place 
for these projects, they will be in future budgets. 
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